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WORTHY STR, 


7-0; 2 poſtle prayed for bis mw A 
724 Oneſiphorus, who bad oft re- 
( « las)  freſbed bim, and was not aſhamed 
io of bis chaine, 2 Tim.1, 16,158;| 
" The Lord give mercy to the 
louſ of 0-H 3 andagaine; The Lord 

grantthat he may find mercy of the Lordin that 
day; Now whether that good man were willing to 
bave bis name, and bis goodneſſe made knowne 
to the world, 1 cannot ſay, (roery likely bis modeſt 
fine x would not ſeeme to defire is-;) But who 
PR. will 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
wil. blame..S aint Pauls gaod nature, that be.did not 
forget the kindneſſe of bs Friend, as Toalh forga 

_ the kindneſſe of Tehojada ; nor would ſmother 144 
benevolence ,as Hazael ſmothered bis Maſter,but re- || : 
membred bimin his prayers, made mention of himin || '- 
hjs writiugs, and beſougbt the Lord for mercy to that || > 
houſe, where bee bad found ſo oft, refre/bing * In liks 
1manncryLbes is all the poore amends that 1 eau make 
you (worthy fir) for alt your fre ana noble emierraine. 
ments, toibecome your Oratoun to God, your Herald 
torbe:world,and torequite your courteſies with pray: 
rs which ſhall never be wanting from 
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I have beehe 3 yung 6 ind now an old, or ever ſaw - 
the righteous forſaken yt nor- bis 200 begging 
tbeir bread... 


g Hele words' ire an experiment, or ann job? 
P ſervation of the Prophet D4vid; tonch- 
Ty. ing the certainety. and infallibility of 
LEED Gods Providence and Goodnefle to the 
x4 _Yighteous and their poſterity. 'Wherein 
 Wee.may take notice of. three generall 
\ Points. t. The time , how long David 

WY” had obſerved Gods dealing and dif 
peyſation in this behalfe z* namely, from bis youth: to his 
age | I have beene young and now an old.”] 2. The parties in 


Whom David did obſerve this privledgs, that they were ne= 
A 3. Ver; 


and ſucceflion of 
reſt onely uponthe 
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| had obſerved Gods dealing with the rightcous, namely, from 
kis youth'to higage. © a IO 
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holy finority of the Prophet David, rhat 


- In his yorg time he began to enter into religious thoughts and 


. meditations touching Godsproceedings with his ſervants. 


That time which-other young folkes wafte and melt away in 
folly and vanity, of inthe pleaſures of finne;; 'that did he dif- 


- pend and employ tia more ſerious, and more facred manner, 
- 1n deyotions, and divine contemplations of the manifold wiſ- 
dome and-works of God. To be a patterne and a preſident to 
- all young folkes that ſhould come he him, to begin betimes 
to ſerve God and follow goodnefle. Remember thy Creator in 
the dayes of oy gown (faith Salomon, Berkel 1.2. I.) before evil 
dayes come.Old dayes are evill dayes in reſpe& of young dayes; 
-Tr de the young that be the good dayes,if young folkes had but 
. grace to make good uſe of them. It was Gods Ocdinance,Zev, 


-3+ I4. that in their Meat-offerings of firſt fruits, they ſhould 
- offer greene eares of corne, or corne beaten ont of greeve cares... To 


- 1ntimate.nhto ns, that God loves we ſh 


ALONG | dedicate and cone 
Aecrate 6ur green and tender yeares to his fervi: 


"It off(as tos many doe) tothe very Autumneand fall of their 
lives. It 1s written in the'Goſpel,that when Chriſt heard a yong 
-nanl ' Heya kept the Commandements fromhis youth, the 
4 EXtHANLN, '& | 


it hy He begais to lov? bin ; to ſhew how God loves thele . 
'8 


timely beginnings bf gract an 


oodnes:Yeal dure fay it,thar 


than0f a great 


| Loder tbaey aerogne of little goodneflein a yorg body, 


ale mote in one that is of greater age,as you 


read, x Reg.14.13. When feroboams childe'was licke, the Pro-. 
-phet {6nt tin word froth Godjthat he ooly of 7eroboams houſe. 
ſhould goe to the grave iti peace, becauſe in him was found | 
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they. be fare nere to. cometq wank nor ur 
C | nn honorand:thahappmesof. $097 ek 2nd d Zunia - 
x6,7.)that they wera ip Chriſt before.Pex/ 4 

| dt iothe qreledge 6.and priority: Cr wg 44440 be + 
the firſt io. Chriſt, ave inthe axel. ops ace; for he thatis - 

j the formoſt, in, Chriſtiapity,upon/ earth,! (hall;bo,fureto have 


Foes: Beard ha wp tpn nh ac ingracoand pant alery! inthe. 
venus. Be.ambitious therefor Sal yy earns? thishigh - 
my we (payee Eno Cs dſta ny 
n for i in Sedome,andMay:tillyou 
.anhabic, and ab haunt in-wickednofle,: ay 
VS! aptly niggas CANE to = 
r:mindes, and-ramg vraktegoodaci F 
naw in a new morter, = will ſmell of it ever  afenrs .. = 
Till get:poſileſlion ofa | FU WA 
ho-comes ta riper,yearesz 35 We:havo.an cxawple, Me an, 
There was an evill-ſpirit hed gotten ſueh-bgld.of :yong man 
tha Dilaioles word all thew,power ADS Prayer 
not caſt pes oily horde hed ya EY 
extremity. he.cams forth; with what wallawing and f 
and renting ofthe poſſeſſed, He demanded,hay long that i 
happened unto. him? anſwer, was made, of «clw/d z.if ITY 
but handiell in-child-hood;. he will plead en in ."_- 
Therefare: let.all\ paxents io heed they.doe;nat: deale with 
|| their cluldren,aq thoſe wicke d oneadid, » Reg-17-59Þ2 ofiee 
{| their childreato.Molek: firllithey carried them roun: d abont- 
the: fire, -and; that was. called; «ue Sropia.  wheeling about: 
uh —— deluuting:5 accondly., they: £9 Wd "021 


The Pore mians Koge. 
to'plle through 5b det perk 
Hactifice: TRAY ae tHen intb 

eh was art Hi Ro! Tf tgn's 
thc Ii ; this was /3v5-combarinm, burning alive; Too 
ch gracelelſe p rents there are it the world, who firſt; 
;nitin &'their children to* 'the devil RES corre them 
not; This (NE wy A to-earry them abour theffire of hell; 
 ſetondly Aly;whertby heir evill roomy they teach them! rus, 


brite} and burnt 


up of eendren, God frvive and ond kn thear that we] 

and God give'allſach childedn grace, to.doe as Salomon avi 
' feth the young” man} Prov./2, 16: Futto ſi eripere, to ſteals 
- themſelves out of thehands'and bends of ſinne and Satan, and 
; to bind/themſclvesApprenticest& Godin their youth, ſo ſhall 
: they be ſare to be proceddec; and preſerved, and: provided for 
$146 age. F vave biews young TREAT ) ind-now an 


Now a old, ] You have heard the beginning of Davide pie- 
ty, riow mark bis proceediny arid continuatice in well-doing 
he was no Cha (you ſee)neitheran othrioyio affe= 
|  Riotity God-ward, Dit held yy coriſtanit, fetled tourſc of 
-_ __ godh -mitidednelle,) ita ut cans plateret, quod! fnveus complace- 
| 


: bat | bd ih {4jd) (6 that, that goodneſlo we pleaſed him in; 
his youth beg no leſſe i his elder yeares;yorg and old 
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The Poore mans Hope, I 
wor, Prov.16.31.) When it ts found in the way of righttouſnefſe * 
that is, when an old man is found to be Miah and 2 es 
man, then he truly deſerves reverence ; but when a manhath 
| livedto thoſe yeeres, that he comes to have Capnt album, and 
cor nigrum,2 head white with hoary haires, and the heart black 
with wicked deeds; it is the moſt lamentable incongruity, and 
difproportion in the world. Te is obſerved out of Gen, 25.2. 
that A6raha wasthe firſt in all the Scripture that is called by the 
name of an old man, and yet there were many before him that 


| were muchelder in yeeres, and had lived a longer time in the 


world than he had done : why then ſhould Abrahar be called 
an Old man, rather then any of his elder anceſtours? Philo 
gives this to be the reaſon, that it was propter canitiem virus, 
not ſo much for the age of his body, as for the antiquity of his 
yvertue ; though they were elder in yeares than he, yet Abra- 
hans was elder in grace and vertuethan they, and had been « 
vertuous, a religious man, and had ſerved and feared the Lord, 
a longer time than any of his predeceſſors : and for this cauſe 
- was he written the firſt old man in the Regiſter of Almighty 
God. And ſo at this day ; not he that is firſt Chriſtened, but he 
that is the firſt aod beſt Chriſtian, is the eldeſt man in Gods ac- 
count, and comes neerelt unto him who is the Ancient of dayes. 
Whereas he that is fall of dayes and empty of grace, that hath 
- attained bonus ſexetTutem (as one ſaith) a good old age, but 
wants the main of all, which is, Bonus ſexeuti the goodnefle 
-of old age ; who whenthe harveſt of his yeeres is come, doth 
not bring forth that fruit unto God, of devotion and piety, of 
. wiſdome and gravity, of temperance and efarity, that's to be 
found in men of fewer yeeres:Moſt wretched and miſerable is 
his condition, for he comes (as it were) to the borders of Ca- 
ans, to the very point of time wherein Gods children make 
their happy tranſmigration into heaven, but by reaſon of his 
_ finnes is thruſt backe againe ; fo that when he ſhould dye and 
aſcend tothe place of eternall blefſedneſſe, he dies 8 deſcends 
. tothe pit of utter darknefſe , where 1s nothing but weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth. Such is the miſerable condition of that - 


man or woman, whoſe body is declining to the grave, ba 


a hot 
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8 T ht Poore mans Hoge. 
his ſpirit hathnot learned to aſcend to God that gave it: Yow 
therefare that are aged perſons, myufoyteer14, ready and ripe 
- forthe grave, learne to reſemble the Sunne, whereof the Pro. 

het David ſpeaketh, P/al.104. Sol novit occaſum ſunm,the Sux 
kent his going downe ; and therefore before his ſetting ſends 
forth the brighter and the clearer, andthe ſweeter beames : ſo 
you cannot but know that it will not be long, ere the Sun of 
your life goe downe,therefore before the night of death come 
wpen you, ſend forth ſome beames of light, ſome good -prayers 
to God, ſome gooddeedsto'the poore, ſhew ſome token for 
good before your deatb,that it may appear that your ſoules arg 
gone the way of life.. And: then looke how the Rivers when 

- they come neers the Sea, the tide comes forth to meet them; 

$> when your ſoules come neere to heaven, your God and Sa- | 
vriour ſhall meet you in the way, .and receive you into thoſe 
8ternall manſions which himſelte hath prepared for you. | 
So much for.the Time, how long David had been an obſer-. 
yer and; an-eye-Witnefle of Gods Providence, /c, from his 
youth to his age. I comenow:to the obſervation it ſelfe [| Nox 
vids juſtum dereliltum, I have not ſcene the Righteous forſa en] 
Wherein are two things remarkable, 1. The perſons privi- 
ledged, and they are the Righteous, 2. The privildge of thoſe 
perſons, and that is, they are never forſaken. - 

z.. The perſons priviledged, (to wit ). the Righteous. Here. 
the queſtion will be where any ſuch perſons are to be found ;- 
for it is certain-that a righteous man is Rara avi is terrias this 

world goes, The Prophet once cryed, O ye Heavens drop dow 

Righteonſneſſe : When Righteouſneſle (faith a.Learned man) 

was taken up into heaven, andthe earth was utterly devoid of 

it,Butwe truſt in God,the world isnot altogether now ſo bad, 

but that(by Gods grace)there are ſome,though not many righ- 

teons perſons to befound amongſt men: but who be they? that 
deſerve to be fo called,and ſo accounted? Anf. I will few you 

ſome particular inſtance out of the Book of God, what. kinde 
ef perſons went under the name of righteous menin the dayes'. 

fold, and leave the application to your ſelves, © 
- #4; The fk that ever went.ugdex the name of a Righteous-- 
man... 
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wan, Was Abel, of him you ſhall read, Heb.11:4. That be offered 
# more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witneſſe, 
that hee was righteons, God himſelfe teſtifying of it. Now 
-wherein did Avels righteouſnefle confiſt, or what was it for 
which Abel was accounted righteous? the text ſhewethzit was 
for that he offered, uberins ſacrificiums, a richer, a fuller, a bettey 
ſacrifice thas (ain ; for (aiz alſo offered a ſacrifice to God, ſuch 
& one aSit was,but it was a pinching ſacrifice,& the fruitsthat 
he offered were 4/:4ua, therefuſe of that he had ; that whick 
he eared not for himſelfe, that he offered to the Lord ; but 4- 
bel-made choiſe of the beſt, and offered the moſt-: ſo that his 
ſacrifice was both more and more excellent than ( #iner,it was 
better and bigger too; and for this he obtained teſtimony from 
God that hee was a righteous man. Hence I note, that they 
which are voluntary and free intheir offerings toGod, that are 
willing God ſhould have ag55v:«, the beft and principall part 
of all their ſabſtance; that hold it in ſcorne(as Daviddid )that 
it ſhould be ſaid,they ſhould worſhip the Lord, and bee at ns. 
coſt : theſe are they in the firſt place that deſerve the name of 
righteous men. Contrariwiſe, they that are of a baſe and nig- 
gardly diſpoſition to Gad-ward, that thinke (as 7»4as did ) e- 
very thing to be perraitio, to be waſte and loſt, that goes to the 
| waintenance of the worſhip,and ſervice,& Miniſters of God, 
they are farre from ebels diſpoſition, and conſequently, farre 
from being Righteous in Gods account. 
- 2. The next Righteous man waSeAbraham, of whom the 
Apoſtle ſpeakes, Rom. 4. 3. Abraham beleeved God, and thu war 
counted to him for righteonſueſſe. Now wherein did «Abrahams 
righte@ouſnefc co the Text ſaitb,in his faith, in his beleefe 
of God.' God Almighty called himout of his owne Countrey, 
and made him leave all his friends and meanes behinde him, 
onely promiſing him to be bis exceeding greatreward;now if 
God ſhonld bave failed cAbrahaw when hee was in a ſtrange 
place;he had beenutterly undone;but Abraham gave credence 
to his: Word; 'and wholly:caſt himſelfe upon the Promiſerand 
the Providence of his God, and this was counted to him for 
. righteouſheſle, Hence I gather, os that bearxgs a true ow 
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God, dares tepoſe and caſt and roule himſelfenpon the merey | 

of his God,and the merits of his Savieur,for the pardon of his 
finnes,the preſervation ofFislife,and the falvation of his ſoule, 
he that dares truſt his God ina caſe of exigence andextremity; - 
when if God ſhould faile him he were undone-by it : I dare 
fay that man is a righteous man in Gods account. 

3 The next ſhall bs Lot, of whoſe righteouſnefſe you read; 
2a Pet. 2. 8. That rightrons man awelling among the Sodomites 
vexed hu righteous foule from day to day with ſeeing and: hearing 
their unlawful! deeds, Now wherein did his righteouſneſſe con- 
fiſt ? the Text ſaith, in vexing and grieving at the uorighteoule 
nefſe of others. Try thy ſelfe by this. Art thou vexed and grie-. 
ved at the heart, to ſee the unlawfull deeds, and the ungodly 
courſes of the world ?-Doſt thou mourne.in ſecret (as Sar! 
did for Sax) fo doſt thou mourne for thoſe, who in mens nn» 

 derftanding are in the high way to bell and deſtruRtion z.is it 
| an Hazael to thine eyes,and a grief to thy heart to ſee thatmen 
ſhould have no more grace nor care to ſerve and: feare the 
Lord, but to. d:iſhonourand-provoke him every day ; and dolt 
thou wiſh. in ſincerity before God, Oh that it lay in-thee to 
farther the cauſe of God, andto hinder the increaſe & growth: 
of Satans kingdome in the world : art thou-thus minded, thus: 
affected (as Lor was in Sodome?) then take 1t as an undoubted 
teſtimony to'thy ſoule, that God who counted it tohim, will 
count it ſo to thee, for righteouſneſle. . Whereas-he that caq 
, make himſelfe merry with that which makes God and his An=- 
gels ſorry, is farre from-Zots diſpoſition, and conſequently. 
farre frombeing righteous in Gods account. 
' 4 Comenextto 7ob, who ſaith of him(elfe, 7ob 29-14,15; 
16,1 put 0n righteonſueſſt andiit cladthed me 5 meaning,that his 
ſoule was clad. with righteouſnefle. within, a3his body. was 
clad with clothes without : but how did that appeare ? I was. 
exes 10 the bling, feet to tbe lame, and a father to the pore.  Thels 
be the trae: «gz74712 the infallible markes and badges ofa righ- 
teous-man. 1, He muſt be eyes to the blind, ignorantem girigens. 
do, (ſaith Lyra) by giving counſell, direQion, and advice, the 
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The Poore mans Hope. '9 
by the blind, ' which are 'not able to guide themſelves withour 
a Seer. 2. He maſt be feet tothe lame, impotentem adjuvands, . 
by giving countenance, help, and affiſtarice the beſt he canto 
them that are impotent and of meane ability, here ſignified by 
the lame, for he that wants his limbs cannot ſtir without ſome 
helper or wr.6 dow He muſt be a father to the poore, indigen- 
rem ſublevanad, by giving reliefe and proteRion the beſt he can 
to them that are deſtitute of friends and meanes, like poore 
Orphans or fatherlefſe Children that are not able to provide for 
themſelves, nor ts live without the charity and the mercy of 
good-minded people. ' Theſe are the objeRs of the care and - 
compaſſion of the righteous, and theſe are the touchſtones and 
trials of undifſembled righteonſneſſe: He thatlends his eyes to - 
the blindeto dire them, his feet to.the lame to ſapport them, 
and his bread to the poore to ſuſtain them, that's © 67 tr 
poſition, & a righteous man without donbt in the fight of God. | 
5, Looke next to Phineas, of whoſe righteouſnefſe you may 
read, P[al. 106. 31. Phineas ſtood up and prayed, and the plague. * 
reaſed, andthis ({aith the Text) was counted to. bim for Rightconſe 
eſſe, Now what was it that made Phineas a righteous man? It 
was his praying, or his pacifying of God, for ſo'the Greeke 
word iEixzmn, fignifieth, and in the valgar Latiae it is, Srerie - 
&: placavit,he ſtood up and pacihied or appeaſed God,and this 
- was counted to him for rigteouſnefle. Hence I.gather, He that 
 hboursto pacifie Ged by prayer,when heis provoked and dif- 
pleaſed by fin; he that takes a ſpeedy courſe to reconcile him-. 
ſelfe and others,and to make attonement. with God by-a ſound - 
and ſerious humiliation, when hee ſees that wrathis gone out: 
from the Lord ; that mans name is ſurely recordedin heaven 
amongſt the number of the righteous in the Booke of God 
Wheres he that goes on daily to provoke God, and never goes + 
to pacifie God, 1s farre from Phineas dilpoſition;and. farre from 
being righteous in Gods acconnt. . 
' Ge It is laid of Zachary and Elizabeth, Luke 1. 6." They were - 


Y #ath righteons before God, How did that appeare? the text ſaith, 


They walked in all the ((ommandements of God ; though no doubt 
they had many a rub., many a vp, mary a fall, yer (ul = 
| By, kept... 


£6 Fhe Prove mans Mope, 
kept ontheir way, and walked inall the Comtmandements of 
God. But how did they walke? the Text ſaith, «piurro;, we 


righteouſnefle before God, Hence I note, they that make 'F 
conſcience to frame their lives according to Gods Comman- 
dements, to keep themſelves unſpotted of the world, and to be 
innocent from the great offence(as David ſpeaketh)P/Aarg.) 
ſothat though they cannot be free from fin, will endeavourte 
live unoffenſively, and to be free from blame z theſe are ſure- 
ly righteous in Gods acceptance, though they fall ſhort of 
that Rightcouſnefle which Gods Commandements doe re- 

- EUIre. | 
7 Laltly(to come home to my text)if ye would kngw what 
kind of qualited man David meant by. a righteous man, Hee 


expounds hbimſelfe in the very next words to my Text, and. 


faith, He # ever mercifull and lendeth : There be lenderscnongh 


in the world, ſuchas tbey be, but they be unmercifull lenders, 


that lend upon uſury, whoſe lending is as unmercifall, and for, 
the moſt part, as unrighteous asa Robbery. 'The mercies of the 
-wicked are cruell (ſaith the Scripture) Viſcera impiorum (as it is 
in the Originall)the very bowels of the wicked, which are the. 


tenderelt parts about them; and if their bowels be ſo cruell, - 


-Oh how cruell are their Bills and Bonds? if there be cruelty in 


their mercies, Oh what cruelty is there 1n their malice ? andif - 


their bet dealings be ſo bad, Oh how bad, how vile are their 
- Worſt ? This unmercifull kind of lending is farre from making 

et {hewing a man to be righteous in Gods account. \But.then 
there is another ſort'of lenders (which are the Righteous here 


ſpoken of) and they. ate mercifull /endtrs, that lend according. - 


- to our Saviours coundell, looking for nothing againe ; that is, for 


pothing buttheir'own-againe, no advantage, no gaine,no uſe | 
for ther lending ; but they lend in meer compaſſionand mer-, 
&o to relteve their poore brethren..in their need and neceſlity; 
He 4.ever merciful and lendeth ;\(and. marke what followeth) 


gd | His 


\ blameably, or unoffenſively, fine quere/a, non fine peccato (aa © 
Father ſaith) not without finne; but without blame ; not that ll 
God could finde no fault with them, but that men-could not _ 
charge them with any open crime : and hereinconſiſted their 
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. Hi ſeod 5s bleſſed. That which worldly-minded men-thinke 
and imagine to: bee the onely meanes'to make their childrem 
poore and miſerable, I meane, liberality and lending to the 


HY poore, that the Holy Ghoft faith, is the onely meanes to make 


them-rich and blefigd; and is fo farre from empoveriſhing and 
impairing their eltdt@@wpon earth, that it.is the oncly way to 
draw downe Gods bleſſing aut of heaven upon them. ' As the 
' Prophet Jeremy told Fahijaken,7er.22.15, So long as thy father 
did helpe the oppreſied,% 


needy, did he not proſper © was'it not well with him? -ſo that 
(as (oervſoſtemelalih) We may riot thinke that-God..made rich 


men onely for the profit of the poore; but God madethe poore 


as well for the profit of the rich; Make yee friends (faith our 
Saviour) of the unrighteonsMammon : as if rich-men ſhould one 


day finde, that the poore were their beſt friends, when they. 


cometo be received into everlaſting habitations.. 


. By theſe, and the like examples and inſtances,you may eaſily 


conceive who they be that are counted righteous-in Gods ac« 
ceptation. Therefore as El;/baſpread himſelfe upon the Shuna- 
witeschilde, 2 Rep. 4-34- and applyed his mouth to the childs 


mouth,his hands to the childs. hands, and his body tothe-childs - 
dody, till the childe began toneeze and to revive; fo you ſhall 


doe wellto apply your ſelvesto theſe patternes and preſidents, 
to ſee what correſpondence and agreement there 1s betwixt 


your.liyes and theirs ; and if your diſpoſition be the fame with - 
theirs, your acceptation ſhall be the ſame as theirs was; and if - 


you be partakers of the ſame righteonſneſle, you ſhall alſo be 
partakers of the fame happineſfſe,(as it folowethin the Text ) 


you ſhall never be deſerted nor forſaken of God ; I never ſaw - 


the Righteons ff or/aken, Co JOSE Lina gs | 

As for the unrighteous and pograciont that firſt forſake God, 
| Pomarvell if God in Juſtice forſake them againe,according to 
that anciently received rule, Deas nnxquam deſerit hominem,niſz 


| privs ab homine deſeratur,,God never forſakes any man, tillthat 


| man doe firſt forfake his God. But for the righteous that cleave 


cloſe unto the Lord,and hold them faſt-by God (as David ſpea- 


xd ſhew kindneſſeto the poore and. 
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&<th)apd wilnot,if they can poſlibly,let go their þgld- ſpe, 
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lebve it; God willbe a ſtedfaſt friend tothem; and will nevet 
faite them ner forſake them, neither in life nor-in death, but 
while they live,be wil be with them;and when they dye,they 


'x In life,the righteous are never quiteforſaken,nor left utter. - 
_ by deſtitute of food &proviſion,and ſuckibther comforts which 

Sod'in his wiſdome ſeeth to be moſt expedient for them: Thus 
ſaith the Lord, Eſay 65.1 3- Behaldmyforvants frall eate, but you, 

(that is,the wicked Idolaters, for to them he ſpeaketh)yon Sul 
be hungry ; my ſervants ſhall drinks b#t you ſhalt be thirfty,uny ſer- 


wants ſhall rejoyce, but you ſball be aſhamed: ſo that what ever be» 
tide the wicked, when the dayes of evill come, God will take 
- order for the righteous, his ſervants ſhall be ſure to be provided 
for. In the dayes of faminethey ſball have enough, P/4.37.19. that 
-1s,enough to content them,thonph not enough to enrichthem; 
and iftheir own means chancetofaile them at home,God will 
provide them means and friends abroad,as he told E/;as,1 Reg. 
17. When he was in great diſtrefſe at the river Beſor, and had 
peither meate nor drinke to ſuſtaine him, The Ford of the Lord, 
. ame unto him, ſaying, Ariſe,get thee to Sareptah which 1£in Sidon, 
and tarry there, for behold I have commanded' a Widdow woman to. 
ſuſtaine thee there, Elias knew not the widdow, neither did 
the widdow know him,but God who knew them both had gi- 
«ven her a ſecret charge and commandement, that ſhe ſhould. 
ſuſtaine his Prophet, and ſo ſhe did. Thus will, God (rather 
than his own ſhall want) give ſecret charges to thoſe we ae 
not aware of to ſuſtaine and ſapply us at our need ; as in.Pavlt 
' »>Caſe, AF. 17. when the Ship was broken in pieces which 
they thought ſhould have carried them to land, the Lord caſt 
themand-conveighed them ſafe to ſhore, wponfuch boards and 
. plankes, as they did not, nordurfſt not:expe@ :'ſo when thoſe 
helpes faile us which we moſt relyed upon, God will fo pto- 
"vide, that ſomewhat elſe ſhall come in and bring us helpe, 
| Which we never thonght nor dreamt of. Let the-confideration 
of this teach us to take ont that leflon of the Apoſtle, Heb. 13.5, 
Let your converſation be without covetonſneſſe, aud be content with . 
fuch things as ye have, for he hath ſayd, T will never leave thee, _ | 


The Poore mans Hope, x3 
forſakg thet: Tf God haveſſaid it,we may ſweate it, and pawn 

- ourlivesandſonlesupon it, that if we live according to hig 
will, hee will never leave'us not forſake us, while there's 
breath and life within us. j CTA 
2 As they areeverſuſtained in life,fo they are never for- 
Gaken in death; but'in their laſt extremity when their life is 
inextremi labris, God isalwayes preſent with them, either 
to relieve or to receive their ſoules,” Aſarke the Zuſt max 
(laith David) and behold the upright,” for (whatſoever his be- 
ginning- be, yet) the end of that man i: peace.” And againe, Fol- 
low after righteouſneſſe, and doe the thing that is good, for 'thad 
| ful bring a man peace atthe laſt. )lewas ror. as a bleflicg 
to good fofiah, 2 Reg.i22; lt. that he ſhould be gathered to 
 thegrave in peace z and yet we finde in theſtory that 7oſiab 
- died in warre:How then wasthis promiſe made good? Lan» 
ſwer tbus': kung var died in warre outwardly, yethe died 
in peace inwardly ; his conſcience was atpeace with God, 


1 


& his ſoul-waspacified & diſcharged from thetrouble of all 


his fines; ſo that'wharſdever his death'was; yet be dicd in - | 


eace. And ach is thehappines of all the righteous, ſome die 

y fevers,ſome by the ſword, ſome by the fire, yet all through 
Gods mercy die in peace. Therefore (ſaithBa/aens ) Let me dic 
the death of the righteons, and let ney laſt end be'likg unto bis: for- 
though it be decreed in heaven that the righteous muſt die as 
well as the unrighteous, yet theres as great a difference be 
t wixt the maner of their dying.,as betwixt the paſſage of the 
Egyptians and Iſraelites throughthe ſame red ſca;whichwas 
als: ſepulchrum,aliis vebiculum,a ſepulchte anda graveto the 
one to drown themin perdition;and a chariot to convey the 
other, Sicco pede without wetting their feet, to the land of 
Promiſe, This is that which the Apoſtle calls »agavr erginixor, 
Heb.12-11.the 6 cy! Hens of righteouſneſſe : for thoughthe bud 
and bloflome of tighteouſnelie, L meahe the firſt beginning 
of grace and Chriſtianity,may be troubled & aſſaulted with 


difficulties, and doubts, and feares, yet'the fruit isalwayes 
quiet, andthe end is alwayes peace :' ſo that'the Rapkieces 


while they live;they:live tothe Lord;& when they Yojtboy 


- 
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die in the Lord; -ſo'/both in Bfe! ey Ow, gon Lad is theirs; 
and they are his they never forſake the Lord, nordeth the 
Lord ever forfaks them; [| 1 never [aw the Righteous forſa- 
tNs : . | 
o. No,may ſome ſay ? Did Devidnever ſeetherighteous . 
 forſaken,as when he himſelf cried out,P/4.23.1.y God,my - 
Ged,why baſt then forſaken me, and art ſo far from my belp? And 
doth not Sev itſelf whichis the Church of God,and mother 
of the faithfull, complaine in like manner, Z/ay 49.14. The 
Zord hath forſaken we, and my God hath forgotten mee And did 
not-our blefled Savior,who was rigbteouſnefiet felfe, when 
be wa$ in that bitter paſſion on the Croſſe, and ſuffered thoſe 
«£21056 mY warthoſe unknown & uncxpreſiibletorments, 
did not he cry. out; to the amazement of men,and horrour of 
Angels, My God;wy God,why baft thon forſakew me?How then 
can Davidiay, He pever ſaw the Righteous forſaken? 0982" 
«Aſc Lanſwer in the words ofa Father, 2#0/damdeſerit 
DPeus,que/dam deſerere videtsr ; Jome, God doth indeed for- 
lake,as be did Sawland Jude, and fuch others, becauſe they 
had indeed & in earneſt forſaken and cat offthe Lord: other 
tome God doth but only ſeeme toforſake, as he did David 
- and. $707, and bis owne blefled Sonne our Saviour, As when 
ſome tender mothes will:ſeem to forſake her chuld, and goe 
aſide, and hide ker flfe, onely totry whether the child will 
moane after-her or no,and then hearing the-childs moaning 
®6&is-wont to makethe more ofit;thanſhe did before. Thus 
it-pleaſeth God many times to hide himſelfe. (as the P t 


. ſpeaketh, E/ay 45-15.) T hon 0:God hideſt:thy ſelfe, O. God, the 


. Saviear of Iſrael: but it oaks ſee whether we will make 
any moane afterhim;andlament after the Lord(as the J/rac- 
hes did) and groane and grieve for bis departure.” ._ 
Therefore as our Sayior,whenhe beard:them ſay, He whon: 
thendoweſt & fick, Job, 11. 3. be anſwered; Thu fekneſſe is vor 
watodeath;, fo whenit: may be laid; He whom God lovethis 
forfaken;it may be anſwerd;this forfiking is got untodeath; . 
dut- when they-feeme in the fight of others, and in their own 
lance andfecling to be moſt rejeftcd, and leaſt regarded of - 
Ks, thenis God neereſt.to their help and ſuccour, 
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' In n Word, there is a twofold deſertion;the 6ne in'fin, the 
other in puniſhment; God may leave the righteous to either 
or bottrof theſe, that is, he may ſuffer them to fall into ſome 
grievous finne, or he may ſuffer them to lie long under ſome 
orievons puniſhment,and yetnot forſake themneithers 
I Deſertion in ſin,is whenGod withdraweth the afliſtance 
| of his grace, and leaves the righteous to fall into ſome great 
. offence,as he didDavid and divers others:and of Hezekiah it 
is ſaid;totiders verbi,2(hro.z2.31. That God'teft bimyto try out 
all that Was in his heart;not but that God knew all before;bue 
| Hezekjahb did not know ſomuch by himſelfe, nor would not 
| beleeve;that he had fo bad,ſo baſe an heart,till he tried it and 
_ found it by wofull experience;therfore God left him to him- 
ſelfe, to pull downe the pride of hisheart, and to make hin 
humble and vile in his own eyes. Thus God left Saint Peter 
(as you know)but wherefore did he leave him?Our Saviour 
ſaith, it was but onely cmzoa, Luke 22. to ſoft, avd winnow 
kim as wheat: look then what wirnowing is unto the wheat ; 
a meanes to cleanſe and purge it from drofle, andduft, and 
chaffe ; the ſame is temptation and ſinneto the righteous, @ 
_ meanesthrough Gods mercy and their owne repentanee;ts 
- makethem more clean, more holy, more humble in the fighe 
of God. And for this cauſe I ſuppoſe,thatGod, who if he plex« 
fed could eafily withhold the righteous from fin, dothyer ini 
his wiſdome,leave them'to themſelves,and let them fall, thaf 
by falling they may have experience of their infirmity, their 
mfirmity may draw them to bumility, humility brings them 
home to God, and in God they havetheir quietss >, a free 
and full diſcharge from'all theirfinnes. 0» 
2 Deſertion in puniſhment,is when God caſts the righteous 
into tribulation and anguiſh,znd then ſeemesto leave them, 
and negle& them,and rake no notice of the burthen that lies 
upon them, as you read, 7=dg.'6: 13. the Angel of the Lord 
came unto Gideon and ſaid, Ged i with thee,thou mighty wan of 
valoxy; Gideon anſwered, Alas Lord, if the Lord be with ns, how 
then 15 all this evill coms mpon 5?chat good man could not per- 
" Swadellanſelly but thatGodkad quite foriken KwywRanne 
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ſaw there was ſo much evill come upon then; che thoughs 
that Gods goodnefle, and their evils, his mercies-and their 


miſeries, had'beene incompatible, and could not have con- 
fiednor ſtood together, - But Gideon was miſtaken in that, 


and ſo are Wha Rightoows many a time and oft , when they. 
meaſure Code pre lence by-proſperity,and his abſence-by ad- 
verſity. . For God is not abſent when he puniſheth,but only. 
ſeemes to withdraw himſelfe and his favour, that the Righ- 
 teous might draw. neerer, and creep cloſer t> God, as one 
har! ſhivers of an Ague drawes ncerer and Ereepes cloſer to. 
the fire. - 1 VE Onto oth oo mobi erin 2 
- Thus you have ſeen the priviledge of the Righteous, that 
. notwithſtanding their fipnes, and notwithſtanding their 
puniſhments, yet they are never wholly deſerted nor for- 
faken of the Lord. ' +: Tee iy ki ='7 
I come now. to the laſt.part of my; Text, and that is, The 
continuance and ſucceſſion of Gods favour and mercy,that 
1t doth not-reſt onely upon the Righteous: themſelves, but 
extecdeth and enlargeth it ſelfe to their poſterity, and to. 
Deion [Nee ſemenejns querens panem, nor their ſeed begging. 
. | This (he wes:-the- gracions deſcent and. propagation of 
Gods -bleflipg. when it alights': Like- the Oyle that was 
powred oh eAarons head, it Wet not his head and his beard 
alqne (as David ſpeaketh, F/al. 133+;2+)) but went downe 
t9the $kirts of his cloatbing ; ſo the merey.and loving-kind- 
nefle.of the Lord, doth not-reſt and remaine onely upon. 
ha: heed of. the.Family,, upon the Righteous parents, but. 
eſcends'and rurines downe- to the utmoſt of the poſterity,. 
and-igderived from themunto-their ſeed. Here then come in 
two Points: worthy to bee reſolyed.. Firſt, who are meant. 
by.:the ſecede of the Righteous. Secondly, whether.none. 
phe Righteous ſeede ever came , or ever fhall come to. 
; I»... The. Scripture, ſpeakes of 'a twofold ſeed, Geneſis 3. 
the ſeed of. the woman, and the feed of the Serpeat.;. that 
Ares hey Kao As. 1 
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15, an holy ſeed, 'and unkoly ſeedy bythe onefre ineint 


the Generatiori of the Righteous, by the'other;/ the" Ge8 
neratior! of Vipers, ( as obs Bprift calls ſuch Repros 
bates, Matthew, Chapter 3. verſe 5. wholike Vipers; tare 
out the very bowels of their Parents , that-is, waſte'their 
ſabſtance, grieve ind'ighawtheir hearts, atid are'a"tneatſes 
(as 7acob faid, Gineſe Chap. 44: verſe 31.) ito briop'downe 
their hoary head' with ſorrow to the Grave.'' Now: it 
feemes to mee, that this Sewer in my Text; this ſeed hers 
Spoken of, 15 principally, if' not'ſolely(and:onely meant; 
and 'to bee underſtood+- of the: Holy'Seede, of che Righteous 


x Seneration; that's, of ſuch Children as ateoftheſime Re- 


ligion, and of the fame Righteouſneſſe thattheir parents 
were, For if you' matke the"Scripture ,' you ſhall finde, 
_ that wickedand ungraciouschildren,though they be-begot- 

ten of righteons and A Os 1 they ore noteltse- 
 tned, nor accounted as theirſeed's” Agyou'ſee, Ger. 16.72; 
that 1/2rael, that ungracious youngſter; whoſe hands was: a= 
eainſt cvery-man,' nd every mans hand againſt him, Hee: 
16 called the-Secd of Hager; 'notithe'Scede of eAbrabar , 
though hee'caine/ out oF bis-loynes ,-as-well'z3:out of het 
wombe, only becauſe the-promiſe of blefſing was notmade 
to him but to" 1ſaar $- who is therefore called the-childe of 
promiſe 2. and\Row. Chapter 9.iverſe 7, 8, Wee have an ex- 
preſſe- place for toprove "viz. .That the Children of 'he 
Promiſe onely ave counted for: the Seeds z. Others, though 
they come of Righteous patents 'according to the fleſh, 
yet 1n Gods account they are not reckoned'tor their: Seed. 
And therefore Cajztan hath a-good conceitupon that pro- 
miſeof God to «Abrabam, Geneſis, (bap.13. verſe 15. The 
| Lad which thou ſerft.,; I will yive:wnto thee, and to\thy feeds 
for ever. It is (ſaith hee! )' as ifthe Lord had faid;! 2 nin 
dix -erit ſemen twwws, cc; ag long as they (hall bee thy 
Seede, I will givethem this Land ; therefore when they: 
beganneto' degenerate. fromefbrabam; both in faith and 

in, good life, and were niot-his right Children (cas ;cur. 


hy . F- The Pogre mane Hope. 


Sariour taht the Jews, fab. 8.) hut rater by their wicked 


- manners.the children of the devill; God was no longer tyed 
- to his promiſe, but did difinherit them of that good Land 


which they might {till have enjoyed, had they continued to 


| bedbrahams ſeed and followed the ſtepsof lis righteouſnes. £ 
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'The like place we have,Z/a/.132.11,12.The Lord ſwore un- 
to Pavia,of the fruit of thy bady will I ſet upon thy Throne 
(tins is) one of thy children ſhall ſtill ſaeceed thee in thy 
| kingdome ; but mark what kinde of children God meant ; 
enely ſuch as ſhould keep his Covenant, and do as their far 
ther-had done, 1} 1hy children will keope. my Covenant (laith 

Gad) «xd my Teſtimony as then beſt done their children alſo foal 
| St upen thy Throne for evermore : {o that the promiſes of bleſ+ 
ſing, though they ſeeme to be made promiſcuouſly to all the 
children ofthe righteous, yet are they peculiarly reſtraindto 
| ſuch asonly tread in the Reps of theirparents vertues: theres. 
fore in the Jewiſh 7«/md, anungracions ſon is called (Zen = 
| v8 loben)filins &- non filins, aſfon and no ſon ; a5an Exnxch + 
is {aid to be a'man and no man, and a Bata bird and no bird, 
and a Pumiſe a ſtone:and no ſtone ; fo a difobedient childe, 
' isa Childeand ho child ; achilde accordiog to the fleſh, no 
| Child according to the Spirit ; a childe.in mans.account, no 
. Childe in Gods. Itis ſtoried of Angnſftnr {e/ar that hee had 
three untoward fonnes, whonmhe uſed to terme tres vomicas 
 &f eria car cinomate, his threeimpoſtumes,or his threeulcerous 
cancers z they werp ſuckan'eye-ſore,and anheart-ſoreunto | 
him:ſomay allungracious culdren be truly termed,as being 
no better than ulcers and cancers.to thoſe that breed and 

bring them up, as E/az was to Rebecca, Gen, 26.nlt, 
.\ Sa that onthe one fide whereas it is ſaid, Gedwilt nift rhe | 

ſames of the fathers npon the chilarex;it is meantonly of wicked 
children,ſach as do peatriexre,& follow the track of their pa- 
rents wickedneſſe,and ſo draw upon themſelvs their jaſt-de- 
ſerved puniſhments; ſo on the contrary,whereas itis faid in 
cy text; that God will neverforfakethe righteous nor their | 
ſeed; itiSmeant only of good childrenthat follow'the coppy 
- obtheir parents rightcouſnefle,and ſo bring themſelves with- 
| oy 
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thabetter for his fathers goodoes;a5{bam ws 
&, fot for hisowne, but for bis fathers ſake. 
T do venlyDeleeve,that the more vertuous predeceſſors 
2 man hath, che greater mercies he ſhall receive, as the bleſ- 
ſings of Abraham, 1/aa6 &f acob, all three together weremore 
available for their poſterity, than if there had been bat one 
fingle of them : therfore Jacob ſaith to Je/eph,Gen,y926;The 
bleſſings of thy Father ſhall be my then the bleſſings of my el- 
&r- ; for he hid his fathers'blefling, and allthe reſt concur- 
ring therewith avon the contraty 1 feate, that the'tmorte- 
vill Anceſtors one hath, the greater puniſhment he ſhall re- 
ceive,if his ownſinsbe alſo added to theirs. Therefore let all -' 
childten that have good parents,thank God for them, be o- 
_ bedientunts'thein, and take heed they doe not degenerate 
+ fro them; foravitlittle benefits #river to come-from a clear - 
ſpring,if it ſelf be muddy ;-or asit little benefits a bliad man 
to ſay that his parents could ſee, or a feeble man,that his pa« 
- rents were ſtrong; ſo ts little comfort,and lefle credit to any . 
 yonng perſon, that his parents were worthy and'vertaous, if 
he himſclf be naworthy and vicieus:for this blefſing whick: 
is. here reported of thi feed of the righteous, belongs (you. - 
ſee)of right,to none but to the righteous ſeed{that is)to ſuch - 
cluldren as are righteous and religious as their parents have - 
been; for the other in Gods account are none of their ſeed. 
'2 The lat queſtjon is, whether none of theRighteons ſeed 
ever did come,or cver'{hall cometo beggery,becauſe David - 
ſaith, He never ſaw their ſeed quarentes panem,ſce\ang or begging . 
thiir bread.l dare not but ſay,that this generall tule may admit 
ofſom exceptions;for we know thatZLezersrwas arighteous 
man,for immediatly npon his death bisſoul was Coriveied by 
Angelt in Abrahaws boſome,and yethe lay begging at Dives. 
gate. SO was Bartimens (go TI man,for our | 
Savior gave teſtimony of him,thet bu favth had made bimwhole - 


vo 
", 


and yet he begged by the high-way-Sothough itdo not ſoem 
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come to- DOBECTY: David in-all his time 


never favp.it, and 


_ ces--But (I take it the Prophets meanigh tis ; that 
he never ſaw the righteous nox his ſeed forialben rind, though = 
they did beg their, bread,that is, thonghthey-ſhoWiTbedriven 
tothat hard exigent astor a time'to;beg their-bread, yet e- 
ven in that extremity God would not forſake them, but bee 

graciouſly preſcnt with them, to ſanRifie their poverty unto 

them, apd to give thema-comfortable enjoyment of that ve- 
ry bread and food, which.the exigency of their hard condi; 
tion had..conftragined them. to. beg for, Iſay,; though they 
ſhould on ſome extremity-be enforced to make their wants 
known,and ſcek reliefe as beggers doe,yet their God whom 
they ſerve will neverleave them tothat ſcarcity,us to make 
a trade-and profeſſion of common beggery. As S. Zobs ſaith 
in another caſe, He that 15 born of God caxnet. fin, (the wordis , 
mifiy «pigriey Cannot be a workmanor anartificer of finhe®# 
cannot follow bis finne, as.z workman. followes his trade; 
but ſome time or other he ſhall break off his finnes by repen- 
tance,and turn toGod by reformation;So he that belongs to 
Gad, cannot; ſhall not beg his-bread, ſo as to make a trade 
and profeſſion of beggery,God wil ſurely raiſe.them up ſome 
friends or meanes to ſaſtain them for the preſent, and to put 
them into a better courſe for the time to come. For it wasons 
of the greateſt curſes that David could ban the enemies of 
God withall, P/al. 106. Let thesr children bee vagahonds and 


- 


- 


beg their bread, let them ſeck.it alſoaut of deſolate places; where 
nobread.is tobe had ; now ſurely God will provide better 
foſ the children of the Righteons, then that this ſhould bee 
their lot.Canlider the, Oftritcb (faith Zeb 39.33,God hath ta- 
ken undexltanding from her, ;apd the leavcs ber. young ones 
behind ber,andprovides not for them,bat frgetteth;them as 
if they were not hers: how comes it then that they grow up, 
and that the.fpecies is not extinguiſhed, but continues ? Surg» 
ly, becauſe God takes .cars.for them,. and nurſeth them up. 
p5-- ; 74" 


told in uguli val particulars yet #7 plarimus forthe | 
molt part,-it is a rare aoulualithing to ſee a tighteous body | 
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"$ fheebringeth her young, and cafts.forth; ker ſorrowes, 
| there leaveth them ; who now ſhould provide for them,, = 


father and my mother forſooke mes ( ſaith David, Pſal. 27.) and ' 
xp: In the Originall the word is, («-- *© 
ſmph) I was « fonndling, like a loſt childe that was left by the 
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Hire that is inthe wildernieſſe, as ſhee calverk, 


2+So they fay of the Raven, that when her 
ae Bewly hatched, ſhee flyes away and leaves 
them detlt&gttood , and there they lie in the neſt cro- 
king and Ty ng, ready to ſtarve for want of ſuſkenance, but 
that God takes pitty upon them, and creazth a. worme. out 
of their excrements, which crawleth into- their noathes, 
and ſo feeds them, and keepes:;theta alive; therefore it is 
Gid in the P/alwe, God feedeth the yauog Ravens that call 
upon him. Now if God bee ſo gracibus as to. feed young 


but onelp Go 
young ene 


Oftritches, and Hinder, and Ravevs, mnch*more will bee feed 


young Children,and Babes,and infants, that call upon him. fy 


the Lord tooke mee 
Parents and found by the Pariſh : Such was David: caſe (it 


Yai Out. 


21 


ſhould ſeeme ) fora time, and the Lord: tooke care of him, 


and brought him up : ſo will God provide that none of the 
Righteous ſeed (hall be loft or periſh for want of looking to, 
but hee will finde them himfelfe , and ſet lomeg 
or other to finds them out, as hee ſet Phararhes Daugh- 
ter to finde ont Moſes, and to nurſe him up at ker owne 
coft : One way or other God will take order for their ſecede 


ood body - 


and poſterity, that they ſhall never come to utter want and * 


begpery. 
"har 


_ Are they all ungodly ? are they all unrighteous ? are they 


| y 
and cance what the Lord of the = Gaith to his ſervants, 


all the focd of _———_—_ ? I dard not ſay ſo; there 
may bee ſome that belong to the elefion of grace among 
them, elſe God forbid. Wee reads in-the Goſpel, that ſome 


doubtlefle meant of Be 


Coge. 


then is to:bee thonght of our common beggers? - 


were called in out of the bigh-wayes, and from under 
es to the Wedding-Dinner- of the Lord, which is 
ars$ that lay larking thereabouts; 
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one, but by compulſion; and Dos 8: Ts 
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by compulſion perhaps be bronght to goodnefe; as Serece, | 
obferves that ſuch licentious perſons have ſealiitimes beene | 
amended, per diſciplinam &- metum, by cou 3d 
nuuquan ſpout, never of their owne accords” BlltÞe 
as they are ſuffered and let alone, they are the Very filth and 
vermine of the Common-wealth, I meane , ſuch as have 
health and ſtrength, and limbes, and-arcableto doe good, 
worke and take'paines in an honeſt calling, yet rather chuſe 
to wander up and downe the Countrey,and ſpend their dayes 
in a moſt baſe ungodly courſe of life ; they og 
very Sodowites of the Land ; children of Bela, -without, - 
God, without Magiſtrate,” withont Miniſter ; difſolute, dif 
. obedient, and reprobate to every good works. And thercfore. 
no marvell that-God in his) juſt judgement doth let ſach 
Runnagates continue in /carceneſſe : for if they. would ſecke + 
their meate at God"(as-Devid faith the young Lyons doe) 
. God would*tike fach-order;, that they ſhould not alwayes 
be to ſeeke for their meate, as now they are; if they did but 
begge their daily bread of God ( as our Saviour teacheth us - 
in his Prayer} God would ſurely provide them bread, that 
they ſhould neede to begge it of none elſe but him';-.but as 
they reſtraine their prayars from-God, ſo God reſtraines his 
_ ."blefling from thew,and lets them likeRunnagates continue in 
_. - {carcenefle. - EN; 2» | 
But now for the Seede of the Righteous, they have a ſpe- 
ciall relation to God, and Godghatha ſpeciall regard to them, 
as being theLambes of his owſhe Flocke,. the members of his 
owiiSonne,and the children of his own adoption ; and in that 
reſpet, Heaven ſhall want power, and earth want meanes, 
before any'of Gods-owne children ſhall want 'imaintenance';, | 
Let the'world bee never ſo-hatd, Corne never ſo deare,.and 
their meanes never: ſo finall, that God thit-multiplyed the 7 
widdowes Oyle, will adde'fuch a:blefiing to that little which. 
they have, that like'aSpring it ſhall continually feeds thee, 3 
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will bee beneath with thetn in mercy, that. they; ſhall never 


| feele fuch want, norfallto beggery. .It is ablefling promiſed 


tothe poore, Pſal. 107. 41. That God will make: them families 


like 4 flocke of ſheepe 5; which implyes, that they+ſhall thrive 


witha little maintenance, even as ſheepe grow fat and gather 
fleſh and fleeces, though the plainesand-leas theyFecd on, be 
but bare and ſhort. $9 5h” 2500l bag. 

I know that generally all parents have a naturall deſire 
that their children ſhould proſper and doe well, when the 
themſclves bee dead and gone. 0h that Iſimacl might live te 


thy fight (faith cAbrahem to God, ) Oh that thou wouldſt bee 
pleaſed to take him into thy favour and mercy, that hee may 


never Caſt off thee, nor waſte his meanes, and ſo come to 
want and beggery. Now. if thou wouldeſt-bee upon a ſara 
ground for thy childrens welfate, labour to become «-righ- 
teous man thy ſelfe, and to bring thy children to righteouſ- 
neſſe too, and then there is no feare, but all ſhall bee as well 
aS thy heart can with : for it is not wealth and money, but 
it is honeſty and piety, that muſt keepe a mans ſeed from 
want and begpery , it is not rents and revenewes without, 
but it is Righteouſneſſe and Religion within, that entailes 
Gods bleſſing to thy childe, and keepes the begger from the 
doore. This then is the onely comfort, that though parents 
ſhall-not know how their children fare when themſelves 


f are deadand gone ( For Abrabam oxr father i« ignorant of neg. 
= - and 1/rael knowes us not, Iſa. 62.16. Lo, the Father of the faith- 
8 fullabove knowes not his owne children, tilltheycome' into 
8 his boſome, nor how the world goes with them : and 7b 


14-24, His ſonnes come to honour aud be knowethit xot;and 
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$7 eld we ES: 3» 
- 4, WS, 38H 
+ be $ _ "HS if 
4 * ap L 

a hs. ; 
T wy 75 


<4A-S 


| , c '% pe q | FLA $ 1 ca 
* 4 boned 


82mg} 1995 


” LE 
an NGF: 4% 


+ 


ET, - 7 
"wit a rr A 


